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Science and community circumstances must guide decision-making; funding is critical

Washington, DC—The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP), American Federation of
Teachers (AFT), National Education Association (NEA) and AASA, The School
Superintendents Association, join together today in the following statement on the safe
return of students, teachers, and sta�f to schools:

“Educators and pediatricians share the goal of children returning safely to school this fall.
Our organizations are committed to doing everything we can so that all students have the
opportunity to safely resume in-person learning.

“We recognize that children learn best when physically present in the classroom. But
children get much more than academics at school. They also learn social and emotional
skills at school, get healthy meals and exercise, mental health support and other services
that cannot be easily replicated online. Schools also play a critical role in addressing racial
and social inequity. Our nation’s response to COVID-19 has laid bare inequities and
consequences for children that must be addressed. This pandemic is especially hard on
families who rely on school lunches, have children with disabilities, or lack access to
Internet or health care.

“Returning to school is important for the healthy development and well-being of children,
but we must pursue re-opening in a way that is safe for all students, teachers and sta�f.
Science should drive decision-making on safely reopening schools. Public health agencies
must make recommendations based on evidence, not politics. We should leave it to health
experts to tell us when the time is best to open up school buildings, and listen to educators
and administrators to shape how we do it.
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“Local school leaders, public health experts, educators and parents must be at the center of
decisions about how and when to reopen schools, taking into account the spread of
COVID-19 in their communities and the capacities of school districts to adapt safety
protocols to make in-person learning safe and feasible. For instance, schools in areas with
high levels of COVID-19 community spread should not be compelled to reopen against the
judgment of local experts.  A one-size-�ts-all approach is not appropriate for return to
school decisions.

“Reopening schools in a way that maximizes safety, learning, and the well-being of
children, teachers, and sta�f will clearly require substantial new investments in our schools
and campuses. We call on Congress and the administration to provide the federal
resources needed to ensure that inadequate funding does not stand in the way of safely
educating and caring for children in our schools. Withholding funding from schools that
do not open in person fulltime would be a misguided approach, putting already �nancially
strapped schools in an impossible position that would threaten the health of students and
teachers.

“The pandemic has reminded so many what we have long understood: that educators are
invaluable in children’s lives and that attending school in person o�fers children a wide
array of health and educational bene�ts. For our country to truly value children, elected
leaders must come together to appropriately support schools in safely returning students
to the classroom and reopening schools.”
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About the American Academy of Pediatrics
The American Academy of Pediatrics is an organization of 67,000 primary care pediatricians,
pediatric medical subspecialists and pediatric surgical specialists dedicated to the health, safety and
well-being of infants, children, adolescents and young adults. For more information,
visit www.aap.org and follow us on Twitter @AmerAcadPeds

About the American Federation of Teachers
The AFT represents 1.7 million pre-K through 12th-grade teachers; paraprofessionals and other
school-related personnel; higher education faculty and professional sta�f; federal, state and local
government employees; nurses and healthcare workers; and early childhood educators.

About the National Education Association
The National Education Association is the nation's largest professional employee organization,
representing more than 3 million elementary and secondary teachers, higher education faculty,

http://aap.org/


/

education support professionals, school administrators, retired educators, students preparing to
become teachers, healthcare workers, and public employees. Learn more at www.nea.org

About AASA
AASA, The School Superintendents Association, founded in 1865, is the professional organization for
more than 13,000 educational leaders in the United States and throughout the world. AASA’s
mission is to support and develop e�fective school system leaders who are dedicated to equitable
access for all students to the highest quality public education. For more information,
visit www.aasa.org.
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